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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

\4$%\m Qf Claims; 

1. (Previously Presented) A method of delegating signing of predetermined data 
by a given one of M first members mandated by N second members, M and N being 
integers of which one is equal to 1 and the other is at least equal to 2, the given first 
member having a terminal including first information on said given first member, said 
method comprising the following steps: 

- reading from said terminal first information on said M first members and second 
information on said N second members included in delegation means responsive to a 
first identifier of said given first member included in said first information and transmitted 
by said terminal to said delegation means, 

- applying predetermined data, said first information, said second information, 
and a first private key of said given first member to a cryptographic algorithm included in 
said terminal to produce a signature, and 

-transmitting said predetermined data, said first information, said second 
information, and said signature to any user terminal interested in said predetermined 
data. 

2. (Original) The method claimed in claim 1, wherein said second information on 
a second member comprises at least an identifier of said second member. 

3. (Original) The method claimed in claim 1 wherein said second information on 
a second member further comprises a public key of said second member. 
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4. (Original) The method claimed in claim 1 wherein said second information on 
a second member further comprises an electronic certificate of said second member. 

5. (Original) The method claimed in claim 1 wherein said first information on a 
first member comprises an electronic certificate of said first member. 

6. (Original) The method claimed in claim 1 wherein said integer M is equal to 1 
and said integer N is at least equal to 2, 

7. (Original) The method claimed in claim 1 wherein said integer N is equal to 1 
and said integer M is at least equal to 2. 

8. (Original) The method claimed in claim 1 wherein said M first members and 
said N second members constitute a group of members. 

9. (Original) The method claimed in claim 1 comprising loading predetermined 
data and a signature program including at least part of said cryptographic algorithm 
from at least one server connected to said terminal of said given first member before 
verification of said predetermined data by said given first member. 

10. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for delegating signing of predetermined 
data, rrthell said apparatus of a given one of M first members mandated by N second 
members, M and N being integers of which one is equal to 1 and the other is equal to 2, 
the apparatus including first information on said given first member and comprising: 

a g i v e n on o o f M first momboro for delegating th e signing; th e M f i rst m e mb e rs 
b e ing arranged to bo ro o ponc i v e to N socond m e mbers for mandat i ng th e sign i ng by t he 
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M first memb e rs, wh e r e M and N arc int e g e rs of which - on e is e qua l to 1 and th e oth e r i s 
at l east equa l to 2, th e g i v e n - f i rst memb e r hav i ng a t e rm i nal i nclud i ng f i rot i nformation on 
s a i d giv e n fir s t m e mb e r; 

a - d e l e gation a reading arrangement for reading from sa i d t e rm i nal f irst 
information on said M first members and second information on said N second 
members, the delegation reading arrangement being arranged to be responsive to a 
first identifier of said given first member which is included in said first information and 
which is to be transmitted by said terminal a pparatus t o said delegation arrangement, 

said term i n al in c lud ing a cryptographic a l gor i thm orrang o d to b e r e sponsiv e to 
tbean applying arrangement for applying predetermined data, said first information, said 
second information, and a first private key of said given first member to a cryptographic 
algorithm included in said apparatus t o produce a signature, and 

a transmitt e r of a transmitter arrangement for transmitting said predetermined 
data, said first information, said second information, and said signature to any user 
terminal interested in said predetermined data. 

11. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein said second 
information on a second member comprises at least an identifier of said second 
member. 

12. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 10 f wherein said second 
information on a second member further comprises a public key of said second 
member. 

13. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein said second 
information on a second member further comprises an electronic certificate of said 
second member. 
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14. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein said first 
information on a first member comprises an electronic certificate of said first member. 

15. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein said integer M is 
equal to 1 and said integer N is at least equal to 2. 

16. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein said integer N is 
equal to 1 and said integer M is at least equal to 2. 

17. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 10 T wherein said M first 
members and said N second members constitute a group of members. 

18. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising at le ast 
on e server oonn e ot e d to s aid termina l of said giv e n first m e mb e r for l oading into the 
cryptograph i c algor i thm a loading arrangement for loading said predetermined data and 
a signature program including at least part of said cryptographic algorithm from at least 
a server connected to said apparatus before verification of said predetermined data by 
said given first member. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the algorithm is 
arranged for concatenating concat e nat e s the predetermined data, the first information, 
the second information and the first private key to produce the signature. 

20. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of ciaim 10 wherein the algorithm is 
arranged for concatenating the predetermined data, the first information, the second 
information and the first private key for producing the signature. 
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